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Operation Bangladesh

Blackburn man helps thousands of children born with a cleft palate. By Kristian Silva

ost Australian children born with
Mdef( lips and palates are operated
on at an early age to correct the
facial disfigurement. But for children in
Bangladesh — one of the world’s poorest
countries — help is hard to find.
Enter Blackburn resident Michael
Kirk and the non-profit Operation Cleft,

Club of Box Hill Central.

Kirk, chairman and co-founder of
Operation Cleft, says the charity raises
about $250,000 each year to pay for
clinics in Bangladeshi villages.

“There are 160 million people in the
country but only 10 plastic surgeons,”
Kirk says. “These children are quite
disfigured and their chances of going
anywhere in the world are very poor.

“Bangladesh is an amazing country.
The people are very nice - they’re
just ordinary people who’ve had the

© misfortune to have a child with a cleft
© palate.”

Bangladesh’s population is largely

. uneducated and the impact of cleft palates
* is immense. Disfigured children are

* often disowned and their mothers exiled

* by husbands who believe their wives

* have been unfaithful. Others believe the
which has already helped more than 7000 -
children. The project is run by the Rotary. :

condition is caused by women preparing
fish during a lunar eclipse.
In Australia, Operation Cleft volunteers

* put in tireless hours to co-ordinate their

! program in Bangladesh and to raise about
: $250 for each operation. The group has

. come a long way since it was founded

* in 2008, but Kirk admits the program

* cannot grow unless more volunteers and

* surgeons come on board.

“For a single club like ours, this is

. about as large &5 it should go,” Kirk says.
: “You can only worl to the number of

- surgeons that we have — we don’t want to
* averstretch them. But I would like to see

. greater development of speech therapy.”

Kirk’s work with Operation Cleft,

* as well as more than three decades of

: contributions to Australia’ healthcare

* industry, earned him a medal of the Order
* of Australia last month.

He was Box Hill Hospital’s chief

. executive officer from 1979 to 1990

: and has held senior executive roles at

: hospitals in Wangaratta, Wonthaggi

: and Ballarat. He has served a stint as

: president of the Box Hill Central Rotary
: Club and was part of the original group
: that set up Whitehorse’s Relay for Life

: and the Whitehorse farmers” market.

“I’ve enjoyed working for the
- community and I believe that if you've got
© skills and have some good fortune, you've

© got to give back. I've been fortunate

: enough to get a lot back from society
: t00.”

Details: visit operationeleft.org.au.




J** J 030

$ 9L
9! & &
9 +9 . &+ &
& &
(.+?2. %
% 3( 3 %Mt x4

8*+ * %-"J/*9

. & & ?
? D(. & #B1& +#86#
$ A 7%88=%)8 % # &
G& % & G&
& A + %4% ?THA Y777%
@
2 % %
21 %% ?A * ,
& & %% * o,
/ . %A *
(G % % *
?
& +9 (&

*& 5 .;<

* & <7=8
$ A 9 +#B# 1 +
5)<%88 & &
& . C +
&

%

% ;9%



& +
& & + &
& & & & %
. RA ! A & +# 4 &
& 6=(&& )%)8 <%88 % 5#8 568 < 6#
%
+ b< + .+ & &
& ? & %
& & & 3 +68 (& & +#86#%
A
& &
34 A922 32> - =6Q % = >

* $ ,



